Concordia University 


Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 


Minutes of meeting held 


Friday, September 12, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. in room EV002.309 


Present: 

R. Drew (Chair), J. Woodsworth, R. Paknys, A. Fargnoli, R. Zmeureanu, 

W.E. Lynch, M. Paraschivoiu, M. Pugh, M. Debbabi, T. Radhakrishnan, A. Ben 
Hamza, M. Medraj, T. Fancott, N. Shiri, S. Mudur, C. W. Trueman, S. T. Alkass, 
O. Ahmad, A. Akgunduz, C. Alecsandru, 5S. Bergler, A. Brovkin, T. Bui, 5. Cole, 
H. Cooper, J.M. Edwards, H. Gore, H. Chuttani, S. V. Hoa, C. Mulligan, 

M. Nokken, P. Pillay, J. Rilling, Y. Shayan, Z. Bencheikh (Secretary) 


Observers: L. Zack., S. Belanger, G. Beasley 
Guests: L. Dandurand, N. Masi, G. Grahne, E. Katz 


Regrets: 
C. Paradisis, L. Quesnel, M. Zaheeruddin 
Absent: A. Qasem, E. Takhtehfouladi, F. Iqbal 


1. Presentation by President Judith Woodsworth: 


President Woodsworth was welcomed by Dean Robin Drew on behalf of Faculty 
Council. Dr. Woodsworth informed the Council that she is attending this session 
to introduce herself and speak about the University’s strategic plan. She added 
that she is delighted to return to Concordia after an absence of 11 years and that 
she is impressed with the progress the university has made in so many fronts. 
She praised the great facilities and the growth of the research activities. 


She informed the Council that she is not planning to be authoritarian but very 
consultative. She proceeded by briefing the Council about the strategic planning 
process. She emphasized that the number one goal assigned to her by the Board 
of Governors is to complete the strategic plan by June of this year. She mentioned 
that, along with her executive team, she is building on what has been started 
already. She informed the Council that during the executive retreat that took 
place the previous week, the executive team identified 3 main strategic 
pillars/directions for the university: 


= Academic quality 
S Service to the students 
- Community engagement 


President Woodsworth added that in order to attain these goals, there should be 
an emphasis on the following areas: management, financial sustainability, good 
space usage, technology, excellence in human resources and employee relations. 


She concluded by informing the Council that once the frame work is drafted she 
plans to consult widely, with all Faculty Councils, faculty in general, students 
and community. 


2. Adoption of the revised agenda 


Motion: 

2008-06-01 The revised agenda was adopted as submitted 
(W. Lynch & C. Trueman) 
Vote: Carried unanimously 


os Adoption of the minutes of Meeting 2008-05 

Motion: 

2008-06-02 That the Minutes of Meeting 2008-05 (September 12, 2008) be 
adopted with a correction to Dr. Zmeureanu’s initials. 
(T. Fancott & M. Debbabi) 
Vote: Carried Unanimously 


4. Chairs Remarks 


The Chair informed the council that he was pleased to attend his first Faculty 
Council. He proceeded by introducing students representatives to Faculty 
Council. 


The Chair informed the Council that Dr. G. Vatistas, from the Department of 
MIE, is the first researcher to physically validate a 125-year-old theory from 
Nobel Prize winner J.J. Thomson on the stability of vortex. rings. On behalf of the 
Council, the Chair congratulated Dr. Vatistas for this achievement. 


The Chair informed the Council that Dr. S. V. Hoa from the Department of MIE 
was awarded the “Pratt & Whitney Canada Research Fellow Award” in 
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recognition to his academic excellence and outstanding contribution to P&WC 
technology programs particularly in the field of Composites. On behalf of the 
Council, the Chair congratulated Dr. Hoa for this achievement. 


Dean Drew informed the Council that he is delighted to address faculty members 
for the first time as Dean of the Faculty. He mentioned that the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science is a dynamic and young faculty. He added 
that during his tenure he intends among other things to focus on the 
improvement of the delivery of undergraduate programs, building on research 
excellence, improving students’ facilities and services. He added that he intends 
to develop a more transparent governance with additional involvement and 
input from the departments, to increase the collaboration with local and 
international universities and to focus on advancement. The Chair concluded by 
informing the council that the Faculty needs to be aligned with the University’s 
strategic plan. 


5. Presentation by Dr. Louise Dandurand 


Dr. Louise Dandurand, VP Research & Graduate Studies, presented Document 
ECFC 2008-06-01 pertaining to the CRC/CFI Strategic Research Plan: 2008-2012. 
After her presentation, Faculty Council members were invited to make 
comments and ask questions. Discussions ensued and resulted in that Faculty 
members in general will be invited to email their comments to Associate Dean, 
Graduate Program and Research, Dr. C. Mulligan, who will then forward a 
summary to Dr. Dandurand’s office for review. 


Undergraduate Curriculum Proposal 
6. 
Motion: 


2008-06-03 
Dr. W.E. Lynch moved document ECFC 2008-06-02 which outlines 


undergraduate curriculum changes for the Department of Building, 
Civil and Environmental Engineering. 


(W.E. Lynch & R. Zmeureanu) 
Vote: Carried Unanimously 


7. 
Motion: 
2008-06-04 


8. 
Motion 
2008-06-05 


Dr. W.E. Lynch moved document ECFC 2008-06-03 which outlines 
undergraduate curriculum changes for the Department of 
Computer Science and Software Engineering. 


Dr. Lynch asked for the amendment of this document by adding a 
sentence on page D14 “chosen in consultation with the 
undergraduate program director”. This amendment was seconded 
by Dr. Mudur. 


Dr. Lynch expressed his thanks to the Department in general and 
Dr. L. Narayanan in particular for her efforts in putting together 
this document. He indicated that the addition of these two 
options represented the biggest change in the last 25 years in 
CSE. 


(W.E. Lynch & S. Mudur) 
Vote: Carried unanimously with the above mentioned amendments 


Dr. W.E. Lynch moved document ECFC 2008-06-04 which outlines 
undergraduate curriculum changes for the Department of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering. 


(W.E. Lynch & C. Trueman) 
Vote: Carried unanimously 


9. 
Motion 
2008-06-06 


10. 
Motion: 
2008-06-07 


a 
Motion: 
2008-06-08 


Iz. 


Graduate Curriculum Proposal 


Dr. C. Mulligan moved document ECFC 2008-06-05 which outlines 
graduate curriculum proposals for the 2008-2009 academic year for 
the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering. 


(C. Mulligan & C. Trueman) 
Vote: Carried unanimously 


Dr. C. Mulligan moved document ECFC 2008-06-06 which outlines 
graduate curriculum proposals for the 2008-2009 academic year for 
the faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 

(C. Mulligan & S. Mudur) 

Vote: Carried Unanimously 


On behalf of Faculty Council, Dr. Pugh welcomed Dean Robin 
Drew to the Faculty of Engineering. 


(M. Pugh & C. Trueman) 
Vote: Carried Unanimously 


Other Business 


There was no other Business & the meeting was adjourned at 
3:30 p.m. 


